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According to SUyU\i~ dhikr (remembrance) done in a
gathering can only be aloud.

- (Al-Htnoi Iil-Fatdtua bl- 'A llamah Al-Suyiut VI, P389)

1. The Holy Messenger of Allah the Almighry ~~j:; is
quoted on the authority of Abu Huraira~ to have said :
"Allah the Almighty says, 'I am towards My servant as he is
towards Me. I am with him when he remembers Me (dhikr).
If he remembers M e with in himself, I remember him within
Myself. If he remembers Me in a gathering, I remember
him in a gathering better than it. ? '

- (Sa~i~ A l-Buhhiiri V2, PI 101)
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2. The following Hadith. is reported by Bazzar~ and
Imam Hakim~ in his Mustadrik. Imam Hakim~
classifi ed it to be sound ($a/:z'/:z ). It is narrated on the
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authority of Iabir~ who said : "The Messenger of
Allah th e Almighty ~W~~ came to us and said, '0
peopl e! Allah the Almighty ha s a group of Angels in force.
They descend and join gatherings of dhikr upon the Earth.
So graze. well from the Gardens of Paradi se (Riyaq Al
]am zah).' We asked, 'An d wh ere are the Gardens of
Paradise?' H e ~~:,~ replied, 'Sessions of dhikr. So
occupy yourselves in the remembrance of Allah the
Almighty morning and evening. "

- (AI-ijOfvi lil-Fatinoa (j/- 'Allsma Al-Sll,yiiri~VI , P389)

H afiz Mundhari~ mention s thi s Hadith in Al-Targhib
uia Al-Tarhib, V2, P405 . It is narrated by Ibn Abi Al-Dunya
~, Abu Ya'la ~~) Bazzar ~~, Tabarani~
and H akim~, VI , P494. Baihaqi~ also mentions
it. According to Hakim~ it is sound ($af/fil) in its
Isniid (chain of authorities) but the following words have
been added : "Look into yourselves. He who wishes to know
his rank in the eyes of Allah the Almighty should first look
into himself as to how does he rank Allah the Almighty?
Allah th e Almighty grants his servant a rank corresponding
to his ranking of Allah the Almighty."
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3. It is narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira ~that
the Messenger of Allah the Almighty ~:i~ said: "Allah
the Almighty has appointed Angels whose sole purpose is to
wander around. They look out for sessions of dhikr
(remembrance) upon the Earth . When they arrive at a dhikr
session, they join in . They sp read their wings so as to cover
each other until they reach the Heavens. Allah the Almighty
asks them, 'Where have you come from?' They reply, 'We
have come from a group of Your servants who are busy
praising You, glorifying You and exalting Your Name. They
pray to You and seek Your protection.' Allah the Almighty

,-:



asks, though He knows well , 'And what do they pray for?'
They answer, 'They pray for Paradise. ' He says, 'Have they
seen it?' T o thi s they reply, ' Our Lord, no.' Allah the
Almighry asks, ' How would it be for them if they had seen
it?' Then H e asks, 'And from what do they seek My
protection?' Though He knew better than them. They
reply, 'From the F ire .' He asks, 'An d have they seen it?'
They say, 'N o.' He continues, 'What if they had seen it?'
Then He says, 'Bear witness that 1 have forgiven th em,
granted them their request and saved them from what they
fear.' The Angels beseech, 'Our Lord! There is among them
a sinful man who just happened to join them out of the
ordinary.' To thi s Allah the Almighry replies, 'I have also
forgiven him for they are such people that in their presence
no hardship is inflicted. '"

- ($aJ:rrJ; M uslim V2, P 344; Mustadnk of ]Jakim VIJ P495)
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5. It is narrated by Mu'awiya~ that the Messenger of
Allah The Almighty a-;;::~f; came across some of his
Companions and asked: "What made you sit here?" T hey
replied: "We are sitting here in order to remember Allah the
Almighty (dhikr) and to praise Him." The Holy Prophet
~~ said: "Hadrat [ibra'Il (the Archangel Gabriel)
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4 . It is narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira and Abu
Sa 'Id ~~ who heard the Messenger of Allah the
Almighty ~"""¢ saying: "No gro up of people who occupy
themselves in the remembrance of Alla h the Almighty are
left without being surrounded by Angels. They are
showered with m ercy. Tranquillity descends upon them and
Allah the Almighty mentions them to. those who are close to
Him (i.e. Angels)."

- ($a/:zr/:z Muslim V2, P345; Jami' Al-Tinnidhi V2, P173)
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.-"~ has been to me and to ld me that Allah the Almighty
is proud amidst the Angels on account of you. "

- ($abfb Mu slim V2, P346; Jam i' A l-Tirmidhi V2, PI l 3)

6 . It is narrated by Abu Sa 'id A1-Khudri~ that the
Messenger of Allah the Almighty J.!;:~ said: "Occupy
yourselve s in the remembrance of Allah the Almighty
(Dhikrulliih) so much that they (the hypocrites) begin to call
you mad. "

- (Mustadrik of Hakim VI, P499; Mumad Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal
V I, P71)
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8. It is narrated on the authority of Anas~ that the
Messenger of Allah the Almighty !,l:;';;~j:; said: "When you
pass by the Gardens of Heaven (Riyiid Al-Jannah) graze
well from them." They asked: "0 Messenger of Allah the
Almighty ~~j';! What are the Gardens of Heaven?" He
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7. It is narrated on the authority of Abu [owza'~ that
the Messenger of Allah the Almighty W~ said:
"Perform the dhikr of Allah the Almighty so much that the
hypocrites say to you, 'You are doing this for show." This
is a Mursal Haditb (tradition) . It is evident from this Hadun
and the one before it that they (the hypocrites) will only say
this when they hear dhikr done loudly not silently.

- (Shn'ob Al-lmon of Baihaqi; Al-Hasoi Iii Fatduxi lil 'Alliimah Al
Suyiir', VI, P390j



~~'0" replied: "Sessions of Dhikr"
- (Tuhfat AI-Dhiikirfn Pi 7,. AI-Jiimi' Al-Saghtr Vi, P29)
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9. Baqi bin Mukhlad~ narrates on the authority of
'Abd ullah bin 'Amr~ that the Holy Prophet W~
passed by two sess ions. One of these were calling upon
Allah the Almighty in earnest. The other was seeking
knowledge. The Holy Prophet JW~ said: " Both are full
of goodness - but one is better than the other."

- (Al-Hasoi IiI Fatiiwa iii 'A lliimah Al-Suyiui, VI, P390)
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10. It is narrated by Anas bin Malik~ that the
Messenger of Allah the Almighty W.$j:; said: "People
who gather together for the sole purpose of dhikr, not
seeking anything except the pleasure of Allah the Almighty,
are calIed by a calIer (An gel) from the Heavens. He says to
them, 'All of you are forgiven. Your bad deeds have been
replaced by good deeds.' ''

- (Musnad Imam A fmwd bin Hanbal V3, P142)
Tabarani~ reports on the authority of Suhail bin

;..0 ' <' ::.-
Hanzala~.

- (Al-Targhib wa Al-Tarhfb V2, P404)
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11. It is narrated by Abu Sa'Id~ that the Messenger of
Allah the Almighty J,!::J:::jlZ!,j:; said: "The Lord Supreme will
say on the Day of Resurrection: "Those gathered will now
know who the Ahl AI-Karam (The Noble Ones) are.'" They
asked: "Who are the Ahl Al-Karam, 0 Messenger of Allah
the Almighty J,W"~j:;?" He replied: "Those who establish
sessions of dhikr inside the Masajid,"

- (Musnad Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal V3, P78)
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12. It is narrated by Ibn M as' lid~ th at a mountain
calls anothe r mountain by its name and says: "0 so and so,
did any suc h person who remembers Allah the Almighty
pa ss by you today?" When it says 'yes', the other is pleased .
Then 'Abdullah bin M as'ud ~rtii recit ed the following
Verses (in proof):

Indeed ye have put forth
A thing most mon strous!

At it the skies are about
T o burst, the earth
T o split asunde r, and
The mountains to fall down
In utter ruin,

That they attrib uted
A son to The Most G racious .
• (Al-Qu,'." 19:89 ·91)

'Abdullah bin M as'lid ~ continued: "Once the



mountains have heard an evil saying, they are unabl e to

hear any good bein g said."
- (Baihaqi reports if in Shu'ab A t-Imon, Tafstr Fath AI-Qadfr V3,
P341; 'A bdulliih bin M ubiirak ', A I-Zuhd ruaA l-Riqiiq P113)
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13. Ibn ' [ arir sta tes in his Tafsir th at Ibn 'Abbas ~liii

interpreted th e following Verse:

•.::rit..(U"tG- 'Y~ Ic.:!')lk);;)1f.JJl
r qI~ if~ \",,-,,::LoJJ is... \:;j,)l<.5..W'

~~I.-'V I.~I7.'f \@
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And neither heaven
N or earth shed a tear
Over them (i.e . Pharoah and his army).

- (Al-Qur'a.. 44: 29)

He said: "When a Believer dies, th e earth upon which he
used to pray and remember Allah th e Almighty m ourns
him."

Ibn Abi Al-Dunya relates from Abu 'Ubaid~ th at
when a Believer d ies, parts of th e earth cry out that a
Believer has died . U pon hearing thi s both the earth and th e
sky begin to weep. The Most M erciful asks: "Why do you
weep for my servant?" They reply: "Our Lord! Whenever he
pa ssed by us, he remembered You." The evidence that the
m ountains and th e earth hear the remembrance (dhikr) can
on ly be valid when dhikr is done aloud.

- (A l-Hinoi iii Fauuua Iii 'Alliimah Al-Suyiui, P391)
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14. Bazzar~ and Baihaqi~ have reponed via a
sound chai n of authorities from Ibn 'Abbas~ who
he ard the H oly Prophet ~~-"~ to have quoted Allah the
Almighty saying: " My servant, if you remember M e in
seclusion, I will remember you in seclusion . If you mention
M y Name (i.e. dhikr) in a gathering, I will mention you in a
better gathering (consisting of Angels) or even better than
that. "

- (A l-Ifawi Iii Faciiwa iii 'Alliima A l-Suyiai, VI, P391)
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15. Baihaqi ~~ reports on the authority of Zaid bin
Aslam~ who relates from Ibn A1-Adra '~ as
saying: ~ I I went with the Holy Prophet ~~A~ one night
when he ~::;:?hJ~ passed by a man in the Masjid who was
raising his voice . I said, '0 Messenger of Allah the Almighty
~:r"'~~ ! Maybe he is doing this for show. ' He JW~~I~

replied, 'N o, he is making rapturous exclamations (in



remembrance of Allah the Almighty unaware of his
surroundings).,,,

Baihaqi ~;::;;; rep orts on th e au thority of 'Aqaba bin
'Amir~ that the Messen ger of Allah th e Almighty
~"J<:'i.j:; said of a man known as Dhul Bajadain that he
made plaintive cries while he was remembering Allah the
Almighty (open ly).

Baihaqi ~ rep orts on th e authority of jabir b in
'Abdullah~ that a man used to raise his voice in th e
remembrance of Allah the Almighty (Dhikr Allah). On
hearing him someone said : " If only he would lower his
voice ." T o thi s the H oly Prophet ~:;:"J<~:if; said : "Leave him
for he makes rapturou s exclamations ."

- (Al- lfafvi iii Fa tiiwii /11 'A lliimah A l-Suy iui, VI , P391)
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16. It is narrated on the authority of Shaddad bin Aws
~ who said: "We were in the presence of the Holy
Prophet ~%'~ when he said, 'Raise your hands and say:
La iliiha ilia Allah!' We did this. The Holy Prophet *;(;iJ2'i$;
prayed thus: '0 Allah the Almighty, You have indeed sent
me with this blessed word (Kalimah), commanded me in
accordance with it, and promised me paradise on account
of it. You never break promises.' He then said, 'Be pleased
to hear that Allah the Almighty has forgiven you all. '"

- (M uscadrik of l:/akim VI, P50l)1?;. ,
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17. It is narr ated on th e autho rity of Anas~ from the
H oly Prophet a:~ th at to Allah th e Almighty belon gs a
wandering group of Angels who sea rch out sessions of dhikr.
When they find suc h gatherings, th ey surround th em with
their wings. Allah the Almighty commands them: "Shower
them with My mercy for they are suc h peop le in whose
presence none can be harmed."

- (Baezar, M ajma ' Al-Zawii'id wa M anba' Al-Fasoa'id, VIO, P77)
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18, Tabarani~ and Ibn jarir~ narrate on the
authority of 'Abd Al-Rahman bin Sahl bin Hanif~
that these Verses were revealed to the Holy Prophet
m~j:; when he was In his quarters:

-4::~/o/.:.l-.f.i.f4.-L)1
, ' 1'

4(~:;f.-,Ld.{../~.J~

,::::-/j;,",LcJl,,;/~ ~!/,
-()~

,c. if~\ .;;.....)L>Jl($A:,.j.lks-, W\

..~r~

And keep yourself content
With those who call
On their Lord morning
And evening, ' "

- (Al-Qur'iin 18:28)

The Holy Prophet m~j:; came out in search of these
people, He found a group of them who were busy in the
remembrance of Allah the Almighty (Dhikr Alliih), the most
High, Among these people were those with dishevelled hair
and lean figures wearing only single garments, When he
m~ saw them he joined them and said: "Praise be to
Allah the Almighty Who made such people among my
Ummah and commanded me to withhold myself with
them."

- (A I-J:liiwi lil Pauiuxi lit 'Alliimah Al-Suyuti, VI , P392)
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19, Imam Ahmad~ states under Zuhd a narration
from Thabit ~ that Salman AI-Farsi ~ was
occupied with the remembrance of Allah the Almighty
(Dhikr Allah) with a group of people. When the Messenger
of Allah the Almighty ~~ arrived, they stopped. The
Holy Prophet W~ asked:"What were you reciting?"
They replied: "We were mentioning the Name of Allah the
Almighty (i.e. doing dhikr)." The Holy Prophet w.:f~
said: "I saw the mercy of Allah the Almighty descend upon
you and I too felt like joining you." Then he said: "Praise be
to Allah the Almighty Who made such people among my
Ummah and commanded me to withhold myself patiently
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with them."
- (A/~lfiiwi IiI Fatiiroii iii 'Alliima AI-Suyi4f1~ Vl , P392)
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20. Al-I sbahani ~ reports in th e Targhib on the
authori ty of Abu Razin AI-'Aqili~ th at th e M essenger
of Allah the Almighty ~-,,:<~;,.J" said to him : "Shall I not
inform you of th e essen tia l prereq uisite of th e Dr" by which
you will achieve th e best of thi s World and th e Next?" H e
said: "Yes - Please do. " The H oly Prophet ~1"'~.J" to ld
him : "Make incumbent upon yourself sessio ns of dhikr and
when you are alon e even then keep your tongue m ovin g
with Dh ikr Allah." ,

- (AI-lfiiwi iii Fatiiwa lil 'Alldmah A l-Suyiui, Vl, P392)
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21. It is narrated by Anas~ that the Holy Prophet
m~ said: "For me to sit among those people who
remember Allah the Almighty (dhikr) from their morning
Prayer until the Sun rises is dearer to me than the whole
World upon which the Sun shines. Likewise, for me to sit
among people busy in the dhikr of Allah the Almighty from
the 'A $r Prayer until the Sun sets is dearer to me than the
World and all that it contains."

It has been reported by Ibn Abi Al-Dunya~, AI
Baihaqi ~;;:;;; and Al-I sbahani ~;;:;;;.

- (SuyUp;AI-Jam;'Al-Saghir, V2, Pl Ol)
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22 . It is narrated on th e au thority of Ibn 'Abbas ~!iii

who said: "When people had completed their prayers, itwas
co mmon for th em to raise their voices in dhikr at th e time of
the Holy Prophet ~;:~:,j:;. Ibn 'Abbas ~!iii said, ' I
would know by hearing them leave in thi s manner that th ey
had just completed th eir Prayers. '"

- ($a blb A l-Bukhdri, VI , P1l6)

According to Imam AI-Nawawi ~: " It is evident from
thi s Hadith that thi s practice was common among the Salaf
(earlier generation ) . They seemed to regard open dhikr as
preferred (mustahaby before leaving after Prayers. Among
later generations Ibn H azrn Al-Zahiri~ held the same
doctrine."

- ($ab'b Mus/im, VI, P217)
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23. It is narrat ed on th e authority of ' U ma r bin Al-Khattab
~ that th e M essenger of Allah th e Almighty W~
said: "Whoever enters a bazaar and says:

Ui iliiha ilia Alliihu uiahdahu Iii sharika lahu lahul mulhu
wa lahul hamdu yuhyi wa yumflU wa huwa 'alii hulli shay'in
Qadir.

(There is no god but Allah th e Almighry, th e One . H e
has no partner. H is is th e Kingdom and all praise is due to
Him. He brings life and de ath and is Powerfu l over all
things.)
Allah the Almi ghry records for him one million good deeds,
era ses one million of h is sins and raises his rank one million
times. A house is built for him in Paradi se and according to
some reports Allah th e Almigh ty calls him ."

- (Hakim, Musradrik, VI, P538)



24. It is narrated by Sa'ib~ that the Messenger of
Allah the Almighty J.,!;:';:"",.ig; said: "Hadrat jibra'Il .....~
came to me and ordered me to tell my Companions and
anyone else in my presence to raise their voices in saying the
Kalimah: La iliiha illa Allah or in saying the Talbiyyah:
Labbayk! (at your service), meaning one of the two."

- (Sunan Abu Da'ud, VI, P252)
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25. In the Kitab AI- 'l dain Marwazi relates on the authority
of Mujahid~ that 'Abdullah bin 'Umar and Abu
Huraira~~ used to enter the bazaar on the 10th Dhul
H ijjah rai sing their voices in Takbir (A lliihu Akbar). They
did not come for any other reason .

It is also narrated on the authority of 'Ubaid bin 'Umair
~ who said: "'V m ar~ used to recite Tahbir in his
tent. The people in the Masaiid would begin to say Takbir
followed by all those in the bazaar until the whole of Mina
shoo k with Takbir,"

Maimoon Ibn M ahran~ is rep orted to ha ve said: " I
found that the people would say Takbir on the 10th Dhul
J:lijjah so much so th at it resembled waves upon waves in
the sea."

- (Al-Hinoi Iii Fatiiwii lil 'Alldmah Al-Suyiui, VI, P393)
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Conclusion
If you concentrate on the Ahadith. mentioned ab ove you will
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realise that dhikr done openly or in a raised voice is not at all
forbidden (mamnii /) or disapproved (makrith). There is
clear evidence for its preference (mustahabi whether these
Ahiidith. are direct (~ar1lzan) or allusive (ilciziiman) as we
have indicated. As for countering these with Ahaduh. that
show preference for Dhikr Al-Khafi (Silent Dhikr), it is like
presenting arguments by Ahiidith in favour of silent
recitation of the Holy Qur'iin as opposed to recitation done
aloud. They draw an analogy such as the likeness of the
silent reciter of the Holy Qur'iin to one giving sadaqah in
secret. Imam Nawawi~ concludes that silent dhikr is
better when there is fear of show or when it would disturb
those praying or when people are asleep. Apart from that
open dhikr is always better because in doing so it is an
effective stimulant to good deeds, other listeners benefit
from it, the reciter's heart remains awake and he is able to
concentrate more fully . His ears focus on his recitation,
drowsiness is reduced and he becomes refreshed. According
to some it is preferred (mustohaby to recite some parts of the
Holy Qur'iin in a raised voice and others are better
(m ustahabi recited silently because silent recitation tends to
become monotonous after which loud recitation brings
delight to the heart. When loud recitation tires a person, it
will be relaxing for him to recite silently. After this Imam
Nawawi~ became silent.

The same explanation is true for dhikr. It can be
concluded as such from the (various) Ahiidith. If you were
to argue producing the following Verse:

And do thou (0 reader!)
Bring thy Lord to remembrance
In thy (very) soul,
With humility and remember
Without loudness in words, ...

-(Al-Qur'an 7:205)

Then let me tell you that this Verse has three dimensions:



I. This Verse is Makki (revealed in Makkah ) as is another
Verse commanding a lowering of the voice:

Neither speak thy Prayer aloud,
Nor speak it in a low tone,
But seek a middle course
Between.

- (Al-Qur'a" 17: 110)

This Verse was revealed at a time when the Holy Prophet
~":l<~',j:; recited the Holy Qur'a" aloud. When the idolators
heard him they hurled abuse at the Holy Qur'a" and A1Hih
the Almighty Who sent it. In order to stop their behaviour
Allah the Almighty commanded the lowering of voice in the
recitation of the Holy Qur'a".

He also forbade Believers from hurling abuse at their
idols in retaliation as in the following Verse:

Revile not ye
Those whom they call upon
Besides Allah, lest
They out of spite
Revile Allah
In their ignorance.

- (A l-Qur'a" 6:108)

Later on this objective came to an end as conditions
improved. This is indicated by Ibn Kathir~ in his
TaJsfr-(V2, PI81).

He states that the purpose of the above Verse (Al-Qur'iin
6:108) is the same as' for the previous one (AI
Qur'a,,17:110):

.... Neither speak thy Prayer aloud
Nor speak it in a low tone
But seek a middle course
Between.'

Whenever the idolators heard the Holy Qur'a" being recited
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th ey hurled abuse at it, at Allah the Almighty and Hi s
M essenger JW~, so Allah th e Almighty comm anded the
M esseng er *.:r.jJC:";~ to lower his voice in recitation such
th at ido lators would not hear, not too silent ly th at even the
Companions could not m ake ou t what was being said but to
adopt a middle way b etween th e two.

2. A group of exegists (M ufassirnn) including 'Abd AI
Rahman bin Zaid bin Aslam~, teacher of Imam Malik
~, and H afiz Ibn Jarir~ have asc ribed thi s Verse
to a dhiikir (person doing dhikr) while the H oly Qur'iin is
being recited. This is because the Book of Allah the
Almighty should be recited aloud while all others should be
subdue d ou t of respect. This view is reinforced by the
following Verse :

When th e Qur'an is read,
Listen to it with attenti on ,
And hold your peace:
That ye may receive Mercy.

-(AI-Q",'on 7:204)

With respect to th e above Verse it might appear to some
pe opl e that perhaps silence is to be ad opted at all times.
This matter can be clarified thus:

Even though th e co mmand is to rem ain silen t it is
superceded by another co mmand calling for th e cons tant
remembrance (dhikr) by the heart so that it is not neglected
altogether. That is why the Verse ends with: 'A nd be not thou
ofchose who are unh eedful (A I-Q",'on 7:205)'.

3. Sufis tend to regard this Verse as referring specifically to
th e H oly Prophet ~:)Ji'!.'8-', the Perfect Exemplar, it is not
for ordinary folk who are prone to deceptive imaginations
and bad presumptions. These peopl e have been
co mmanded to recite aloud because it is an effective way of
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eliminating such thoughts. This view is justified by a H aditb
narrated by Bazzar~ on th e authority of Mu'adh bin
Jabal~:

The Holy Prophet ~~~ said : "When anyone among
you prays Supererogatory Prayers (nafa!) at night, let him
raise his voice in recitation because Angels pray along with
him and listen to his recitation. Any believing Jim' who
happen to be in th e air around him or living in his vicin iry
also join him in prayer and listen attentively to his
recitation. By reciting aloud he makes all the bad Jim' and
devil s flee from his home and neighbourhood."

If you were to argue producing the following Verse:

Call on your Lord
With humility and in private:
For God loveth not
Those who tre spass beyond bounds.

-(AI- Qur'an 7:55)

And you claim that ' the exceeding of bounds' re fers to
raised voice (Jahr) in du 'ii ' (supplication) by interp retation.
In respon se to thi s let me inform you that there are two
sides to it:

(I) The more acceptable (riij iiz) tafsir (interpretation) of thi s
Verse is that it refers to that du 'ii ' (supplication) in which
the original wording is exceeded by the one praying. Or it is
that du 'ii ' whi ch has been invented having no basis in the
Shari'ah. This interpretation is support ed by a H adith.
mention ed by Ibn M ajah~ and Hakim~ in his
Mustadrik . It is narrated by Abu Ni'ama ~ and
class ified as $aiziiz (So und) . The Hqdith is as follows:

'Abdullah bin Ma'qal~ heard his son praying thus:
"0 Allah the Almighty! I ask for a white palace on the right
side of Heaven." Upon hearing this he said: "I have heard
the H oly Prophet m%','F; saying: 'There will (soon) come



a time when some people among my Ummah will begin to
exceed bounds in prayer.' This interpretation is of a
Compa nion of mine . He knew be st as to its meaning."

(2) Even if th e argument were to be accepted it st ill only
refers to supplica tion (dll 'ii ) and not to dbikr. A du'ii ' by its
very implica tion is bette r said by lowering the voice . This
way it comes nearer to being accepted . This is suggested by
the following Verse which refers to Zakariyya ......~ :

Beh old! he cried
To his Lord in secret.

- (A I-Qur'au 19:3)

It is precisely for th is reason th at lsti'iidha (Seeking of
Pr otection) said at sta rt of Prayer is better (M ustahab)
recited in a low voi ce during Prayer (Salah) because it
happens to be a du 'ii' (supplication) .

If you were to argue on the ba sis of the following Hadith:
It is narrated by 'Abd ullah bin M as'iid ~;::;;; th at he saw
some people in the Masjid reciting th e K alimah: La iliiha illa
A lliih aloud in dhikr . On hearing thi s he said to them: " I see
you to be innovators." And he sent them out of th e Masjid.
In response to this let m e tell you that thi s alleged saying of
'Abdullah bin Mas'iid~ needs a clear Isniid (chain of
authorities) . Who are the Im iims (Leade rs) and Qur'anic
scho lars who have, afte r all, mentioned thi s Hadith ] D o we
find it in any of their books? Even if thi s argument could be
justified, it would still go agai ns t many othe r H adith
co nt ra ry to it . When there is opposition these Al;ziidllh will
take prioriry.
. I will produce here a saying of 'Abdullah bin Mas'iid
~ reported by Imam Ahmad bin H anbal~ in his
Kitab Al-Zuhd. It contradicts th e argument put forward. H e
says: " M uha mmad heard from Mas'iidi who heard it from
'Arnir' bin Shaq iq th at Abi Wa'il~ said : 'There are
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